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Principal’s Corner 

We are well into the second quarter of 
our school year and before we know it, 
it will be Christmas time and the close 
of the first semester.  I am quite 
proud of all the accomplishments of 
our students this school year and I 
feel we have many things to celebrate 
and positive experiences happening 
here at Ten Sleep Schools. 

We wanted to try a new idea in the 
Principal’s Message called Policy High-
light.  Our policy highlight will be to 
select a policy in the handbook that 
may be less-known or something that 
we would like community members to 
help improve at our school for the ben-
efit of our students to achieve greater 
academic success. The policy we would 
like to highlight this month is a section 
of the attendance Policy 5.21 which 
states the following: 

Any student not in his/her assigned 
classroom by the time the second bell 
rings will be considered tardy for that 
class period. Students will not be con-
sidered tardy if they have a signed 
written pass from their previous class-
room teacher or administrator. 

Any tardy over ten (10) minutes in 
length without a written excuse from a 
teacher or administrator will result in 
an unexcused absence.  Parent/
guardian may excuse a student from a 
tardy that is over ten minutes in length 
only from first period and must do so 
by the start of the next school day. 
This will result in an excused absence 
for that period.  

A student is allowed 4 tardies per class 
per semester. On the 5th tardy, a stu-
dent will be placed on Step 1 of the 
discipline plan that will result in a 30 
minute detention and notification of 
parent/guardian. For every two addi-
tional tardies that a student may accu-
mulate, he/she will be placed on the 
next appropriate step on the discipline 
plan, up to a maximum of thirteen (13) 
tardies. At 13, the case will be re-
viewed in a mandatory meeting be-
tween parent and principal and then 

referred to the district’s disciplinary 
review committee.   

The reason we would like to highlight 
this section of the attendance policy is 
because we have an above average 
amount of students who are arriving 
tardy to class.  We would like our stu-
dents and parents to reflect on the 
importance of punctual attendance in 
the learning process.  Some teachers 
are finding it difficult to start class 
on time due to tardiness and this di-
rectly takes time out of the learning 
process in student education.  We will 
be discussing and enforcing this policy 
with our students but we would re-
quest reflection, consideration and 
discussion among our families who at-
tend our school.  Thank you for your 
help and support. 

After reviewing the data collected 
from our stakeholder survey we real-
ized that our school here in Ten Sleep 
has many positives and this school is a 
wonderful part of our community.  
There are so many things that our 
teachers and our parents do for our 
community and school that our stu-
dents here truly receive a great expe-
rience and education. Thanks to staff 
and parents for making this school and 
community and wonderful place to be. 

In an effort to inform the community 
of events, safety precautions and in-
terventions to support a more positive 
and safe school environment, we would 
like to let you know that we have part-
nered with Kurt Steinke, a safety and 
emergency preparedness specialist. 
Kurt uses his specialty to assess our 
school emergency procedures and of-
fers professional advice on how to im-
prove emergency procedures and gen-
eral safety at our school.   A team 
meets regularly with Kurt to improve 
procedures and identify possible weak-
nesses and turn them to strengths.   

Our team has asked Kurt to make some 
presentations on positive school cul-
ture and bullying prevention to our 
students and interested members of 
the community.  Kurt will be meeting 

with grades 6-8 on November 30 at 
8:00 a.m. and grades 9-12 on Decem-
ber 14 at 8:00 a.m., December 5th 
he will present to grades K-2 from 
12:00 to 12:30 and grades 3-5 from 
12:30 to 1:15.   Please follow our 
school Facebook page for more in-
formation.  Parents and interested 
community members will be welcome 
at these presentations and we en-
courage all parents to have conver-
sations about the presentations with 
your students after the presenta-
tion.   

Our Middle School Girls’ Basketball 
Team is coming to the end of their 
season and they will be playing in 
their tournament this weekend 
(December 1st). The Middle School 
Girls’ Basketball Team has had some 
real nail biting games with many of 
them going into overtime.  They 
would really appreciate your support 
at the tournament.  Practice has be-
gun for Boys’ and Girls’ High School 
Basketball. We are looking forward 
to their seasons with excitement as 
they represent our community.  Go 
Pioneers!   

Some of our secondary students had 
the opportunity to attend a fieldtrip 
to the Heart Mountain Concentra-
tion Camp.  The students learned 
history on-site and came away with 
new, rewarding perspectives.  How 
wonderful that we have these types 
of opportunities to learn about the 
past. 

Thanks for your support in making 
our school and community a great 
place to be. 

With Pioneer Pride, 
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Parent Notes 

Persistence is key to success in 
school and in life 
It’s wonderful for students to be 
talented and smart, but educators 
know it’s just as important for them 
to be persistent. At one time or an-
other everyone faces a challenging 
task or a heartbreaking setback. The 
key is to remind children to keep 
trying until they are successful. 
Pushing forward—even when it’s 
tough—is a key to success in school 
and in life. 
To promote persistence in your 
child: 

 Talk about it. How has persis-
tence already helped your child? 
Maybe he learned to ride a bike 
or play an instrument. What 
new challenge can he tackle 
now? 

 Break big goals into small parts. 
If your child is determined to 
raise his grade in English, sup-
port him by discussing steps 
and helping him develop a rea-
sonable plan. 

 Offer encouragement. When 
your child is working on some-
thing challenging, say things 
like:  

 I know you can do this. 

 I bet you’ll figure it out. 

 You’re making great progress. 
Keep at it. You’ll get it. 

 It will get better. You’ll get the 
hang of it. 

 If it doesn’t work that way, try 
another way. 

 Focus on the process. Sure, it 
feels great to see an A on a re-
port card, but it also feels great 
to do well on a test after study-
ing hard. Even better, it feels 
great to learn! Talk with your 
child about his accomplish-
ments and what makes each of 
them worthwhile. 

Reprinted with permission from the December 
2018 issue of Parents make the difference!® 
(Elementary School Edition) newsletter. Copy-
right © 2018 The Parent Institute®, a division 
of PaperClip Media, Inc. 

A five-step process can help 
your child make better deci-
sions 
Want your middle schooler to 
make more responsible decisions? 
Encourage her to rely on this five-
step process whenever she’s faced 
with a dilemma: 

1.Assess the situation. Your 
child can’t make a wise deci-
sion if the issue at hand seems 
murky. So remind her to 
clearly define it by asking her-
self, “What’s the main thing 
I’m concerned about?” 
2.Explore her options. What 
are some ways your child 
could handle the problem? 
Have her make a mental list, 
then narrow it down to the 
three most sensible choices. 
This list-making step is criti-
cal because it illustrates that 
there are usually several op-
tions for solving a problem. 
3.Consider the disadvantages. 
Have your child think about 
the cons of each of her top 
three ideas. If a certain option 
has a particularly serious con-
sequence, this is a good time 
to rule out that option. 
4.Consider the advantages. 
Now ask your child to figure 
out the pros of her top choic-
es. Does one option have ma-
jor advantages over others? 
Then that may be the winner. 
5.Decide on a solution. Now 
that she’s weighed the pros 
and cons of each possible op-
tion, your child can make her 
decision with confidence. 

Reprinted with permission from the Decem-
ber 2018 issue of Parents Still make the dif-
ference!® (Middle School Edition) newslet-
ter. Copyright © 2018 The Parent Institute®, 
a division of PaperClip Media, Inc. Source: 
R. Burke, Ph.D. and others, Common Sense 
Parenting: Using Your Head as Well as Your 
Heart to Raise School-Aged Children, Boys 
Town Press. 

Emphasize attendance and 
help your high schooler stay 
focused 
Winter break is right around the 
corner, and your teen can’t 
wait. But is she ready to buckle 
down and give her best effort 
these last few weeks? 
The weeks leading up to winter 
break are just as important as 
any other time of the school 
year. Even though your teen 
may find it hard to get out of a 
warm bed in the morning, she 
still has to wake up and go to 
school. 
To help your teen stay focused 
and engaged: 

 Evaluate how her attend-
ance has been over the first 
half of the school year. Is 
your teen arriving at school 
on time every day, ready to 
learn? Is she going to all of 
her classes? If not, help her 
set some attendance goals 
for the rest of the school 
year. 

 Ask questions about what 
she’s doing in school. Does 
she have assignments that 
she’ll need to work on over 
winter break? 

 Encourage her to make a 
checklist of everything she 
still has to do for school and 
extracurricular activities. 
This will help her stay orga-
nized during these final 
busy weeks. 

 Remind her that school is 
her top priority. Explain 
that you can’t get out of 
work one day just because 
it’s close to the holidays; 
likewise, she can’t miss 
school. 

Reprinted with permission from the De-
cember 2018 issue of Parents Still make 
the difference!® (High School Edition) 
newsletter. Copyright © 2018 The Parent 
Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, 
Inc. 
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The Ten Sleep FFA Marketing Team travelled to Indianapolis, Indiana, 
to compete in the National Marketing Plan Competition. Members that 
attended nationals are Zayne Cooper, Kinley Erickson, Brian Rice, Ai-
dan Searfoss and Payton Casteel.  It is a 20 hour-drive, and on our 
way we got to see some interesting places.  
 
We visited the Corn Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota, and had the 
chance to see some of the amazing murals that were created from 
corn, wheat, and other farm produced products. We also had the op-
portunity to visit Fair Oaks Dairy Farm in Northern Indiana. There, we 
had the chance to see how milk is made and produced, and the pro-
cesses involved with it, as well as some amazing agricultural achieve-
ments people have created throughout history. 
 
Our marketing team made it past the Preliminary rounds, earning us a 
silver emblem and placing 17th out of the 35 teams in the competition. 
We sadly did not make it to the finals round; however, we did learn a 
lot about competition and how to further improve our speaking skills.  
 
While in Indianapolis, we went to two of the general sessions hosted 
by the National FFA Officers. Through these sessions, we watched 
keynote speaker Kyle Scheele share his story of burning your regrets, 
and how to let go all past mistakes. Finally, we had the amazing chance 
to watch President Donald Trump speak about Agriculture, and the 
future farmers of America. 
 
                This was an incredible opportunity to have and experience, 
and I hope that all FFA members get the chance to at least once visit 
Nationals and truly experience the wonders of agriculture and hard 
work today. 

Library Corner 

The “Friends of the Ten Sleep 
Library Christmas Open House 
and Silent Auction” will be held on  
Monday December 10th from 5-7 
PM at the Ten Sleep Library. 
This year we will have special 
guest Craig Johnson on hand to 
read his newest Longmire Christ-
mas Short Story at 6:00 PM. 
Join us for Wassail, Christmas 
Goodies, BBQ Sliders and music 
by Harpist Julie Edholm.  We 
continue to accept donated hand-
made or new gift items until the 
day of the open house.  Please 
bring your family and enjoy the 
new space at the library and visit 
with community members.  There 
is something for young and old to 
bid on and we encourage all mem-
bers of our community to stop in.  
Bidding will start on December 
1st and end at 7:00 PM on De-
cember 10th. If you have not 
had a chance to stop in and see 
our wonderful new space, this is a 
great and fun opportunity.  

After the Bell program for youth 
proves once again to be a suc-
cessful program.  Open to all ag-
es,  we meet Monday through 
Thursday during the school year. 
In December there will not be a 
program during Christmas vaca-
tion. 

Story hour themes for December 
will be: December 6, Ginger-
bread, December 13, Christmas 
Trees, December 20, Santa. No 
story hour December 27th. Story 
hour will resume on January 10.  

Special due dates can be given 
for materials checked out over 
the holiday.  If we have a cur-
rent email address, you will re-
ceive an automatic notice of your 
books being due three days be-
fore it’s due date so that you 
have time to contact us for re-
newal. Update your email address!   
Library cards are free and we 
encourage everyone to make sure 
they have a card! Stop in and 
sign up for one today.   

The Ten Sleep Library will be 
closed for the Christmas holiday 
December 22nd thru 25th.    

FFA Nationals 
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Nurse’s Corner 

Happy Hand Washing 

There is much to celebrate in the 

weeks ahead!  Follow these four 

easy steps to stay healthy 

throughout the holidays. 

1. WASH your hands when they 

are dirty and BEFORE eating.  

2. DO NOT cough or sneeze into 

your hands, use your elbow. 

3. DO NOT put your fingers into 

your eyes, nose, or mouth. 

4. GET your flu shot. 

Winter Concert 

Season’s Greetings! 

On Tuesday December 11th at 6:30 PM our Ten Sleep Pioneers music department will present its 
Winter Concert in the gymnasium. We have grades Pre K through 11th involved and we would love to 
see the entire town turn out for this event! 

Santa Claus will also be making a “surprise” visit at the end of the program and will have time set 
aside for the kids to spend some time with him getting photos and whispering that Christmas Wish-
list into his ear. Come be a part of the fun and enjoy the hard work these kids have put into making 
some very fine music. 

Performers are being asked to be at the school PRIOR TO 6:00 PM to get organized and ready to go 
on stage.  
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Washakie County School District #2 School Board Minutes                 October 8, 2018 
The regular meeting of the Washakie County SD #2 Board of Trustees was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-
Chairperson Jared Lyman.  Present were board members Jared Lyman, Jane Thurston, Terril Mills, and Chuck 
Powell. Absent was Tessia Greet.  Also present were Superintendent Jimmy Phelps, Principal Levi Collins, Business 
Manager Connie Gay and Administrative Assistant Neysha Lyman.   
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice-Chairperson Jared Lyman. 

Adopt Agenda:  Chuck Powell made a motion to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Jane Thurston.  Motion  
carried 4-0. 
Guests and Patron Comments:   

Reports and Recognitions:  Student Recognitions: Principal Levi Collins recognized the September Students 
of the Month: Kruze Forshee for Elementary, Carlee Lowry for Middle School, and Payton Casteel for High  
School. 
WyTOPP Test Results: Principal Levi Collins updated the board on our WyTOPP Test results.  
Business (Consent Agenda Items):  
Principal Report: The principal report was included in the packet.  
Superintendent Report: The superintendent report was included in the packet.   
Minutes of the September 10, 24, 26, 2018 meetings were approved. Board members received copies of the 
statements and bills for review.  Terril Mills made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Chuck 
Powell. Motion carried 4-0.  Authorization to pay the following vouchers: General Fund warrants #21455-21498  
in the amount of $261,400.53; Federal Fund warrants #3877-3881 in the amount of $11,998.55; Major Main- 
tenance Fund warrant #1248 in the amount of $3,705.00; Hot Lunch Fund warrants #1470-1475 in the amount  
of $11,000.69; Teacherage Fund warrants #1497-1501 in the amount of $4,634.97; Activity Fund warrants  
#2749-2757 in the amount of $700.86.  Approved prepaid bills: General Fund warrants #21434-21444 in the  
Amount of $12,259.76. Teacherage Fund warrants #1246-1247 in the amount of $11,055.00. 
Review Transportation Fleet. 
Business (Discussion/Action Agenda Items):   
FFA Travel Request to Laramie for the Cowboy Classic: Chuck Powell moved to approve the FFA trip to 
Laramie, WY for the Cowboy Classic Contests on October 10, 2018. Seconded by Terril Mills. Motion carried 4-0. 
Approve out of State Travel for HS Boys Basketball Team to Denver: Chuck Powell moved to approve the 
request by the High School Boys’ Basketball team to travel to Denver, Colorado on November 3-4, 2018 to watch a 
Denver Nugget’s Game and visit the Air Force Academy. Seconded by Jane Thurston. Motion carried 4-0. 
District Facebook Page: Neysha Lyman visited with the board about a district Facebook page.  Discussion 
followed. 
Approve Lighting Bid: Terril Mills moved to approve JADECO with the bid of $1 8, 700 for the lighting pro-
ject. Seconded by Jane Thurston. Motion carried 4-0. 
Second Reading Policies 3.38 and 4.14 Annual Leave: Jane Thurston moved to approve the second reading 
of the changes to Policies 3.38 and 4.14 Annual Leave. Seconded by Chuck Powell. Motion carried 4-0. 
Second Reading Policy 5.15 Cell Phone Use: Chuck Powell moved to approve on second reading the changes to 
Policy 5.15 Cell Phone Use. Seconded by Jane Thurston. Motion carried 4-0. 
First Reading Policy 6.3 Mileage Limit for Student Activities: Terril Mills moved to approve on first reading 
the changes to Policy 6.3 Mileage Limit for student activities. Seconded by Chuck Powell. Motion carried 4-0. 
First Reading of Policy 5.29 Student Dress: Chuck Powell moved to approve on first reading the suggested 
changes to policy 5.29 Student Dress. Seconded by Terril Mills. Motion carried 4-0. 
Select Architectural Firm for Vocational Building: Chuck Powell moved to hire Karen Kelly,  Arete Designs to 
provide architectural, civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical design services for a new Vocational/Technical 
building. Seconded by Terril Mills. Motion carried 4-0. 
WSBA Delegate: Jane Thurston moved to approve Terril Mills  as the WSBA delegate who will represent 
the board at the WSBA convention. Seconded by Chuck Powell. Motion carried 4-0. 
Executive Session: Chuck Powell moved to go into executive session for personnel at 8:41  p. m.  Seconded by 
Jane Thurston. Motion carried 4-0. The board reconvened at 8:49 p.m. Chuck Powell moved to approve the execu-
tive session minutes as read in executive session. Seconded by Terril Mills. Motion carried 4-0. 
Personnel: Terril Mills moved to hire Halli Caines as Middle School Girls Head Basketball Coach.  Seconded 
by Chuck Powell. Motion carried 4-0. Terril Mills moved to hire Sarah Taylor Sperry as the Middle School Basket-
ball Sports Aide for the Fall 2018 season, she may be reclassified if she obtains her Assistant Coaching certifica-
tion, pending background check.  Seconded by Chuck Powell. Motion carried 4-0. 
Meeting Was Adjourned Vice-Chairperson Jared Lyman adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m. 
November Board Agenda Items: Approve Graduation Speaker.  Approve Senior trip.   Second reading Polciy  
6.3 Mileage Limit for Student Activities. Second Reading Policy 5.29 Student Dress. 



Little Shoppers 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Guidance topics recently include: 
Kindergarten: “I like myself” discussions and how we are UNIQUE and all different. 
Grade 1: How to NOT interrupt others, the importance of having patience, and WHY we need 
to not interrupt and HAVE patience. 
Grade 2/3: Personal Space bubbles- the importance of respecting space and how to recognize 
others’ bubbles. 
Grade 4/5: Mean vs. Rude vs. Bullying- alternative ways to show emotion besides turning to 
mean behaviors, how to train our brains positively.   
Grade 6: Hathaway Scholarship, planning for your future, and ethical dilemmas discussions. 
 
Bullying Prevention:  Kurt and Alanna Steinke have partnered with Ten Sleep Schools to 
provide bullying presentations for our youth. They will be meeting with grades 6-8 on Novem-
ber 30 at 8:00 am., grades 9-12 on December 14 at 8:00 am. He will also be presenting on De-
cember 5th to grades K-2 at 12—12:30 and grades 3-5 at 12:30 –1:15. Parents are welcome 
to attend their respective students’ scheduled times. We would welcome and enjoy any par-
ent or public attendance.  
Mr. and Mrs. Steinke, Mr. Collins, and Mrs. Wiechmann have partnered together to address 
some concerns we are seeing and are working on taking necessary actions to help build a more 
positive culture.  
 
Ten Sleep Secret Service Club 
Ten Sleep students in grades KG-4 who elect to join the club, have volunteered to be part of a 
community service group. If you or someone you know needs an extra helping hand, please con-
tact the school. We would love to meet a need you may have. Currently, 17 individuals have 
signed up for the club. We meet during lunch times and recess times approximately twice a 
month. Some activities/events may occur outside of school time or on weekends. Club sponsors 
are Mrs. Erickson and Mrs. Wiechmann. 

Little Shoppers will be held at the Ten Sleep Senior Center on Friday, December 21st. Staff and Big Pio-
neers will accompany Elementary students to do their Christmas shopping.  Please send a list with the names 
of immediate family members your child will be shopping for along with money if you want your child to par-
ticipate in this activity.   

This activity is sponsored by the Ten Sleep United Methodist Women and is a great opportunity for children 
to purchase new or nearly new gifts for family members.  All gifts are priced at $1.00 or less.                                                     



PO Box 105 

Ten Sleep, WY  82442 

Ten Sleep School 

Phone: 307-366-2223 

Fax: 307-366-2304 

www.wsh2.k12.wy.us:  

 

 

        

    

 

     

        

      Ten Sleep School 

    Supporting Success 

Student meals are $2.00 for K-6, $2.50 for 7-12 and extra milk is $.25.  December costs for K-6 will 
be $30.00, 7-12 will be $37.50.  January costs for K-6 will be $36.00, 7-12 will be $45.00.  By State 
law, the school cannot extend credit. 

Breakfast tickets are available in the lunchroom for students wishing to purchase breakfast items.  
Cookies are $.50 and the other items are $.25. 

Hot Lunch 

Thanks to all the Veterans that attended our program, we appreciate your service.  Also, thanks to Mr. Adams, 
Mrs. Decker and all the students for an awesome concert, the school staff  for the delicious luncheon, the mem-
bers of FFA who served and cleaned up after the luncheon, Becky Mills for preparing Scout Uniforms for student 
members of the Color Guard, and, a very special thank you to American Legion Post 44 members, Don Conway, Ben 
Kretz and Donny Haynes for serving as our color guard.   

   If you know of any local Veterans that were not at our program, please let us know, we would like to put them on 
our Veteran’s list so we can send them an invitation when we have next year’s program. 

Veterans’ Day Concert  

CSO will meet December 4th at 6:00 p.m. in the School Cafeteria,  all are welcome.  
Upcoming events: 
February 1st: PINK Out game, come dressed in PINK. Pink Basket Raffle, we will be accepting PINK 
items through January. 
February 2nd:  Yard Sale of overstock of CSO items and old uniforms. 
February 9th:  Valentine Basket Raffle, basket donations can be dropped off at the  school. Ticket 
sales will be February 1st thru the 9th. 
If you have any questions, please contact a CSO member. 

CSO  
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December 15th 2018 
6:30 PM Start 

Lineup at Highway 434 and 1st Street 
Judges will be located at the Crazy Woman Cafe on the North 

side of the street 
Music on floats is encouraged. 

Bum barrels around town for warmth! 
Hot Chocolate served! 
PRIZES AWARDED! Dirty Sally's opens at 5:30PM 

u \ 5 ^ ? ^ Serving Chili 
Santa will be onsite after parade^ 

, ^ Questions: 
^^^m^ Becky Cooper 366-2748 
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